
A Minute with  
Mrs. Messina 
Welcome back to another 

unpredictable, but still exciting school 
year! It has been so nice to see students 
learning and smiling when visiting the 
Zoom classrooms. Something we keep 

saying is that things are much of the 
same, but also different this year. You 

are still getting to know your new 
teachers, understanding the new 

expectations of your new grade level, 
and working, reading, writing, and 

thinking a lot each day! But of course 
things are different because instead of 

us being all together at school each 
day, for now we are seeing each other 

remotely. We know this has been 
challenging and we want to thank all 

the teachers, students, and parents for 
hanging in there and doing their best. It 

is amazing to see how much we can 
accomplish even when times are 

different. Please know we are here to 
support you and your family and we 

look forward to continuing the 
partnership throughout the school year. Mrs. Megan Messina 

Parents:  Kindly note that you can follow 
Piscataway Schools via Twitter (@pwayschools) 

and Facebook (Piscataway Schools).   These 
communication venues can be accessed on the 

district homepage.  By following us on these social 
media sites, you can get a better glimpse into 

what is happening every day in our schools, as 
well as receive announcements about programs, 
events and information such as school closings. 
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Please look for our Randolphville 
PTO Facebook page and “follow” it 
to keep updated on our school!

2
ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Please be sure to notify us if your child is 
going to be absent from school by leaving a 

message on the attendance line 732-699-1573 
ext. 2.  When your child returns, please be 

sure to send in a note/email (parent or 
doctor) letting us know why your child was 

absent.  Please familiarize yourself with the 
attendance policy.  It can be found on our 

website under the Parent Center tab, then 
Student Handbook.  In addition, if you will be 

traveling, please reach out as well so the 
proper paper work is completed. 
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Slivko’s Shout Outs! 
It is once again my true honor to welcome our Randolphville Family to the 
2020-2021 school year.  Yes, this year is different in many ways from years 
past.  However, one area that remains steadfastly consistent is the unique 

and unfettered dedication of our Randolphville Family to meeting the 
needs of our amazing school community!  One of my proud assignments 
each month is the opportunity to “shout out” individuals and/or groups of 

individuals in our monthly newsletter for their extra dedication/
involvement in promoting a positive learning environment for 

Randolphville students and community.  This month, it is vital that the 
“shout out” goes the Randolphville Family as a whole.  

“Shout Out” to our teachers/staff for your consistent dedication and 
flexibility in going above and beyond to meet our students’ needs. 

“Shout Out” to our parents and families for working in partnership right 
alongside with us, and the support and encouragement that you continue 

to provide us each step of the way. 
“Shout Out” to our amazing students who are working so hard and 
putting in such great effort in your learning, despite it being so very 

different from what you are used to. 
Yes, this year certainly has new challenges that we are now navigating for 
the first time.  Fortunately, we have an outstanding and cohesive Family to 

work through these challenges together.  And together we will be 
successful!  Thank you Randolphville Family for all you do!   

Dr. Avi Slivko

http://www.piscatawayschools.org


Randolphville School Contact Information 
Phone 732-699-1573 
Fax 732-699-1985 

Dr. Avi Slivko, Principal     aslivko@pway.org  
Mrs. Megan Messina, Assistant Principal  mmessina@pway.org    
Mrs. Stephanie Burk, Clerk   ext. 5950  sburk@pway.org  
Mrs. Evangeline Marzan, Nurse  ext. 5953  emarzan@pway.org 

RANDOLPHVILLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2020

Congratulations to the  

Readers of the Month 
for October 2020 

Kindergarten 
Corkwell: Swara Sawant 

Elil: Yasmine Ouaarab 
Humphreys: Arav Sachan 

Young: Vaishvi Shah 

1st Grade 
Bononno: Camila Orta Plaza 

 Castillo: Aditya Singh 
Fugaro: Aiden Lo 

Hansen: Anika Sandeep 

2nd Grade 
Bubnick: Anjna Gopalakrishnan 
Kamdar: Valentina Garrido-Diaz 

Mayer: Kacey Garcia 
Pippin: Logan Galle 

Toke: Reva Akula 

3rd Grade 
Erickson: Zaria Darby 
Ferrer: Joel Vasquez 

Jacome: Ria Patel 
Soto: Anjana Ramasamy 
Williams: Jayden Dudek 

PTO News! 
Hi Randolphville Families!  

Our PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) is already working hard to find 
creative ways to keep our students and families connected and to foster 
that “Randolphville Family Feel”. Each year we host/support Academic 
Enrichment activities, Social activities, and Wellness events. Although 
this year brings new challenges, we hope that you’ll join us and share 
your ideas. In fact, we think you’ll enjoy being involved with our PTO 
so much so that we have made our membership FREE FOR THE 
2020-2021 school year!  This year everyone is automatically a member 
of the PTO!   

We’d like to introduce to you our 2020-2021 Executive Board. These 
parents don’t always have the time to volunteer but they certainly have 

the heart!    

    Co-President:  Jigna Pokhan & Becky McBride 
Vice President: Karen Morgan 

Treasurer: Sermattie Ejaz 
Financial Secretary:   Liz Wilkins 

Corresponding Secretary:  Amy Petrik 
Recording Secretary:  Karen Villanueva 

Please make sure to mark your calendars: 
The Scholastics Book Fair will be virtual and will 

take place October 12 - October 23! 
On Thursday, October 15th at 6:00pm we'll be welcoming 
Chris Irovando, the Supervisor of Instructional Technology for 
Piscataway District. Mr. Irovando will give parents an overview 
of the district-issued iPads, Lightspeed, and Google Classrooms. 
It’s a presentation you won’t want to miss! Information on how 
to join this virtual presentation will be sent via email at a later 
date. 

 
Upcoming Events:  

Looking ahead into November, we’ll be hosting our annual 
Breakfast Over Books event. We look forward to hearing from 
you! If you have questions or ideas, be sure to reach out to any 
board member or email us at Randolphville.PTO@gmail.com.   

Also make sure to follow us on Facebook at Randolphville 
Elementary School PTO for the most up to date information!

mailto:Randolphville.PTO@gmail.com
mailto:aslivko@pway.org
mailto:mmessina@pway.org
mailto:sburk@pway.org
mailto:emarzan@pway.org
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Specials! Specials! 
Read all about them!

 

 Music News! 
Howdy howdy howdy from Mr. Worden! 

 Despite not being together to make music, we have been 
off to another wonderful start to the school year! Here is a 

little snapshot of what we have been learning and what 
you should be listening for: 

Kindergarten 
We have been learning all about the steady beat! See how 
well they can do it by chopping, patting, or clapping the 
song “Chop Chop”. For an extra challenge, see if they can 
name some things that have a steady beat (your heart, a 

clock, a ball, etc.) 

1st Grade 
What is the difference between the beat and rhythm? 1st 

grade should know! We explored the difference by singing 
the song “Apple Tree” with the beat, showing the melody 
on our bodies, and clapping the rhythm. Have them teach 
you the song and perform the rhythm of the song on some 
instruments around the house (a pencil and cup, a spoon 

and pan, etc.) 

2nd Grade 
STRONG weak STRONG weak STRONG weak. Did you 
know there are two types of beat? After reviewing what 

the steady beat was we learned about the STRONG BEAT 
and the weak beat. For a challenge, play a song you all 
like and see where the strong and weak beats are (hint: 

strong beat always comes first). 

3rd Grade 
Rhythm rhythm rhythm! The first couple of lessons we 
reviewed what a quarter note, eighth note, and quarter 
rests looks and sounds like with some Rhythm Pies (ask 
them about it: Pie Pie Cher-ry Pie J ) and a song called 

“Somebody’s Knockin’ at my Door”. Have them teach you 
the song and add your own rhythms to it! 

News about any performances, LEAP Strings, and Safety 
Patrol will come out as soon as I get more information 

about these activities. 
  

I am looking forward to another fantastically creative and 
musical year! 

 
Digitally Speaking with 

Mrs. Reynolds 

Welcome to a brand new school year 
in Digital Literacy.  We are off to a 

great start. While the year may be a 
little different, there are plenty of 

activities we will be doing in class that 
will be the same as being in school.  

For grades 1 - 3, you will notice that 
my draggo site still contains many 
websites that you frequently use in 

class.  Kindergarten classes will 
become familiar with the draggo after 
a few more classes.  So far, all classes 

have reviewed the importance of 
being a good Digital Citizen and 
practicing good Internet Safety 

Skills.  Grades 2 and 3 received their 
login information for Coding and have 

been practicing their coding skills. 
Grades K and 1 are learning where 
letters are located on the keyboard, 
while grade 3 is practicing keeping 
their hands in the proper position 

while typing. Please feel free to visit 
my website for kid-safe websites that 

are sorted by grade level  http://
www.draggo.com/reynolds 

I look forward to a wonderful year. 

http://www.draggo.com/reynolds
http://www.draggo.com/reynolds
http://www.draggo.com/reynolds


 
  

Mr. S&o would like to say welcome back to Randolphville.  We have a lot of fun ac&vi&es this month in 
P.E.  We will be working on throwing and catching using rolled up socks!  Also this month we will be begin sock 

basketball!  We will close the month with par&cipa&ng in a Fall Yoga lesson, and finishing up with Fitness 
instruc&on.  Please make sure you arrive on &me to your scheduled PE class!   

October Fitness/Healthy Living Calendar 

Fruit of the Month: Avocados Did You Know? Skill of the month: Bike Riding

Bike riding is an awesome skill to know. 

If you haven’t learned how to ride a 

bike yet use these Jps: 

1. Find a slightly smaller bike so your 

feet can easily touch the ground.  

2. Always wear helmet and pracJce 

pedaling on a smooth surface always 

with an adult.  

3. Set short-term goals (5 second ride, 

then 10 second ride..) with coasJng and 

riding with feet off the ground so you 

can get the hang of balanced coasJng. 

4. Add the pedals and start pushing on 

the pedals!  Parents stay close and help 

your child with balancing!  

 

Avocados are incredibly nutriJous!  

Avocados are good for your heart, eyes, 

and help prevent your body from 

diseases!

 

Your body is composed of 60% water.  

Drinking water will help your body 

receive nutrients faster, energizes your 

muscles so you can move be\er, keep 

your skin healthy, and is a healthier 

opJon than soda, or juice.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1)Take a 20 min. walk 
with a family member

2)Perform 20 Jumping 
Jacks

5)  Perform 5 Pushups 6) Have a glass of water 
with your lunch

7) Be helpful- Ask a 
family member what 

you can do to help

8 )Listen to your 
favorite song-Jog to it 

un&l its over

9)  Found something 
nice to do for someone 

else

12) Eat 1 vegetable for 
dinner

13) Perform 10 Squats 14 Perform 5 Situps 15) How many U.S. 
states can you name 

while you do Jumping 
Jacks?

16)  Eat 1 kind of Fruit 
for snack

19) Do some yard work 
a[er school to help a 

family member

20)  Ride a bike or 
scooter for 15 minutes

21)  Play catch:  Find a 
sibling or family 

member and use any 
ball to throw and catch 

for 10 minutes

22) Say something 
posi&ve to a family 

member

23) How many jumps 
can you do in 20 

seconds? 

26) Pick 3 different 
muscles to stretch

27)  Have 1 Fruit for 
Snack

28) Take a walk with a 
family member

29) Perform 15 
Jumping Jacks

30)Eat 1 vegetable for 
dinner
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Welcome to our Virtual Art Room!

Dear Randolphville Family,
       
Students have been working hard on finishing 
their art portfolio covers these first few weeks 
of school. These portfolios will be used to hold 

our new projects coming up. Students have 
been sharing their drawings and in doing so, 
we have seen many similarities in each class. 

We also have reviewed some previously 
learned concepts like color theory, 

compositions, craftsmanship and lettering. In 
October, we will be starting new projects 
based off of the elements of art, different 
artists, and art styles. All art projects and 

learning materials are posted on my school 
website for families to refer back to and to see 
what we are working on in class. If you have 
any questions please feel free to contact me 
at jhaugh@pway.org.  I am so proud of our 

students and I want to thank everyone for the 
support during our virtual art classes. I hope 
everyone is doing well and I look forward to 

what our students create in the coming weeks! 
Sincerely,

  Miss Haugh 

  
World Language - Spanish 

Our Spanish classes in Grades 1, 2 and 3 have been 
off to an exciting start! We are beginning the year 

practicing basic conversation as we get ready for a 
year of speaking, reading and writing in Spanish. This 

year we have an updated curriculum that highlights 
music, food, locations and culture from 20 different 

Spanish-speaking places from around the world. We 
have already learned about Colombia, dancing to 

Cumbia and Vallenato music and learning the colors of 
the Colombian flag. As we begin Hispanic Heritage 
Month, which takes place until October 15, we are 
continuing to highlight people of Latino ancestry, 

heritage, and culture, and their significant contributions 
to our nation. Next we are “traveling” to Puerto Rico, 

where we will learn about the lives and impact of 
famous Latinos like Sonia Sotomayor and Tito Puente 

and enjoy listening and dancing to Salsa music. 
To help your family celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month 
at home, please visit Señora Villar’s read-aloud book 

library on Hispanic Heritage Month.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/
2PACX-1vT2D8rreRA6JvuPRRZJ6LWl1Cc7w8JpuXVMuWtc
xkCUkKnwSAbZO1uMEKh0OVQqqtXrgTPymS4x1kZQ/pub?

start=false&loop=true&delayms=60000

RANDOLPHVILLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2020

Here is a little information on Hispanic Heritage Month that the students are discussing in second and third grade Spanish 
classes.  The students of Hispanic descent are sharing their Hispanic heritage in class by talking about the country their 
family is from. Hispanic Heritage Month is from September 15th to October 15th.   It is a time when we recognize the 

contributions of Hispanic and Latino Americans to the United States and celebrate their heritage and culture.       
In September 1968, Congress authorized President Lyndon B. Johnson to proclaim National Hispanic Heritage Week. The 
observance was expanded in 1989 to a month long celebration  (Sept. 15 - Oct. 15).  America celebrates the culture and 
traditions of U.S. residents who trace their roots to Spain, Mexico and the Spanish-speaking nations of Central America, 

South America and the Caribbean. Sept. 15 was chosen as the starting point for the celebration because it is the 
anniversary of independence of five Latin American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and 

Nicaragua.  In addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence days on September 16th and September 18th. 
Learn some Spanish with your Child                         

¡Hola!  ¿Cómo te llamas?       Hello!  What’s your name? 
Me llamo ____________.            My name is ___________. 

¿Cómo estás?      How are you? 
Muy bien, gracias.      I’m fine, thanks. 

¿Y usted?         And you? 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT2D8rreRA6JvuPRRZJ6LWl1Cc7w8JpuXVMuWtcxkCUkKnwSAbZO1uMEKh0OVQqqtXrgTPymS4x1kZQ/pub?start=false&loop=true&delayms=60000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT2D8rreRA6JvuPRRZJ6LWl1Cc7w8JpuXVMuWtcxkCUkKnwSAbZO1uMEKh0OVQqqtXrgTPymS4x1kZQ/pub?start=false&loop=true&delayms=60000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT2D8rreRA6JvuPRRZJ6LWl1Cc7w8JpuXVMuWtcxkCUkKnwSAbZO1uMEKh0OVQqqtXrgTPymS4x1kZQ/pub?start=false&loop=true&delayms=60000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT2D8rreRA6JvuPRRZJ6LWl1Cc7w8JpuXVMuWtcxkCUkKnwSAbZO1uMEKh0OVQqqtXrgTPymS4x1kZQ/pub?start=false&loop=true&delayms=60000
mailto:jhaugh@pway.org


Spirit Days 
Show your spirit on Fridays during 

Randolphville Spirit Days! 
October 2 – Wear Pink Day 

October 9 – Hat Day 
October 16 - Randolphville Pride Day 

October 23 – Randolphville Pride 
October 30 - Black and Orange Day 

  

 
 

RANDOLPHVILLE SCHOOL CALENDAR 
OCTOBER 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 
Spirit Day 
Wear Pink

3

4 5 6 7 8 9 
Spirit Day 
Hat Day

10

11 12 13 14 15 16 
Spirit Day 

Randolphville 
Pride Day

17

18 19 20 21 22 23 
Spirit Day 

Randolphville 
Pride Day 

24

25 26 27 28 29 30 
Spirit Day 
Black & 

Orange Day

31
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Stay Healthy, 
Stay Safe.
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Reading Tips from Room 28 
(Mrs. Vassilatos, M. Ed. & Mrs. Ritchie-Ruta, M.Ed.) 



  

Please be on the lookout for easy, yet effective ways for you to 
support your child’s reading development at home.  

Hello	 Parents!	 	 We	 are	 Randolphville	 Elementary	 School’s	 Support	
Specialists	and	are	excited	to	share	valuable	 information	about	reading	 in	
our	school’s	newsletter.			
Stay	 tuned	 for	 information	 about	 reading	 development,	 skills,	 strategies,	
and	ways	to	help	your	child	at	home.	 	We	Cirmly	believe	that	good	readers	
are	active	readers,	and	this	includes	reading	for	information	and	fun,	both	
at	home	and	at	school.			
If/When	your	child	has	a	difCicult	time	understanding	what	he	or	she	reads,	
you	can	help.		Here	is	a	strategy	to	try:		

Ask	questions.	
Asking	 questions	will	make	 your	 child	want	 to	 look	 for	 clues	 in	 the	 text.	
	Pose	questions	that	will	spark	your	child’s	curiosity	as	you	read	aloud.	 	Be	
sure	 to	 ask	 your	 child,	 “What	 are	 you	 wondering?”	 	 Write	 down	 those	
“wonderings”,	 and	 see	 how	 they	 turn	 out.	 	 Remind	 your	 child	 that	 good	
readers	challenge	what	they	are	reading	by	asking	questions.		Good	readers	
generate	 questions	 before,	 during,	 and	 after	 reading	 to	 clarify	 meaning,	
make	predictions,	and	focus	their	attention	on	what’s	important.		

(Osewalt,	Ginny.	6	Tips	for	Helping	Your	Child	Improve	Reading	
Comprehension)	
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Dr. Morgan’s Memo 
Welcome to or welcome back to Randolphville Elementary! Although the beginning of the 

school year looks extremely different from how it has in years past, I’m still very happy and 

excited to see everyone again (and to meet our new students!). I know many of you may share 

this excitement with me. However, along with the excitement may come some stress. Stress is 

what our bodies go through when we have a lot going on and we feel as though we can’t do 
everything we need to. Stress may also happen when we’re worried or scared or have 

something important happening soon. It is normal to feel stressed at times! Because we may all 

be feeling the stress of a new school year with completely new demands, I wanted to share 

some ways of reducing stress: 

x Take deep breaths 

x Snuggle under a cozy blanket 

x Cuddle with a pet 

x Listen to music 

x Make art or crafts 

x Write in a journal 

x Try a new activity 

x Read 

x Meditate 

x Do yoga 

x Write five things you’re grateful for 

x Accept your feelings. They’re all 
okay! 

x Go for a walk or a run 

x Stretch 

x Talk to a friend or family member

As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions, concerns, or quick hellos! 

 

Dr. Morgan 
Counselor/Behaviorist 
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1Practice Hand Hygiene 

often throughout the day. 
Teach your children to sing 

their ABCs or have them count 
for at least 20 seconds ensuring 
they wash front, back, and in-
between their fingers. 


2Practice Putting Mask On/
Off. Your children will be 
required to wear a mask 

on the bus, upon entering 
school, and within the hall-
ways. Teach them to not 
touch the inside of their mask 
when taking it off.





3Practice 6ft of Distance. 
Measure the distance on 
the floor. Consider tem-

porarily laying pieces of paper 
down for a visual aid.  


4Purchase a Thermometer 
Check your child’s tempera-
ture every morning. If 100.4 

or higher, they must stay home 
until fever free (without the use 
of Tylenol/Motrin). If they devel-
op a fever at school, they will be 
required to remain out of school 
for 3 days.  


5Make/Purchase Extra Masks. 
When possible, masks 
should only be used one 

time. Consider making or buy-
ing multiple masks to give you 
time to wash them between 
use. 


6Update Immunizations 

Make sure your childrens’

Immunizations are up-to-

date. 

Contact your child’s pediatrician 
for an appointment. Immuniza-
tions can also be obtained at the 
Health Dept.   


7 Change Aerosolized Med-
ication. Nebulizers & 

inhalers without a chamber 

should be avoided in school dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Speak with your child’s pediatri-
cian to obtain the proper equip-
ment and to update the Asthma 
Action Plan.





8 Purchase Reusable Water 
Bottles to be brought to 
school. Water fountains may 

not be in service. 


9 Verify/Update Emergency 
Contacts. If your child 
presents with COVID-like 

symptoms, they will be placed in 
an isolation room and will need 
to be picked up immediately. 
Please ensure a contact can be 
reached at any given time. 


10Stay Informed. Edu-
cate yourself from reli-
able sources such as 

the CDC, the Middlesex Coun-
ty Department of Health, and 
the Piscataway Township Pub-
lic School websites.   

Copyright @ 2020 by Toni Tomkins, BSN, RN

10 things to do to prepare for 
        in-person learning
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